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DETAILED ACTION 


Drawings 

Figure 1 should be designated by a legend such as --Prior Art- because only that which i; 
old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings 
are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection 
to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 


Claim Objections 

Claim 12 is objected to for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. 
Claim 12 is a statement of intended use, and does not further limit the structure of the 
papermaking fabric. 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-3 and 8-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Tate et 
al (US 5,558,926). Tate discloses a woven endless fabric in an apparatus for densifying pulp. 
The fabric has a guide protrusion (8) at the edge of the fabric placed on the underside. The guide 
protrusion keeps the fabric from shifting laterally during operation. On the upper side of the 
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fabric along the same edge is a polyurethane resin (7) which is fused with the guide protrusion. 
The resin extends inwardly from the edge at a distance sufficient to prevent bending and 
breaking of the fabric along the guide protrusion. Figure 4 shows that both edges of the fabric 
have a guide protrusion and resin. 

The flexure point of the fabric is the location between the guide protrusion and the end of 
the underlying roll upon which fabric is carried. This is equivalent to the "transition point" of 
the present invention. In Tate, the polyurethane resin extends beyond this point and into the 
body of the fabric. The resin also penetrates through the entire thickness of the fabric, thus 
serving as reinforcement. 

In column 5, lines 33-43, Tate states that on the upper surface of the fabric the 
polyurethane resin penetrates sufficiently into the fabric nearly up to the opposite surface. The 
protrusion member, which is also made of a polyurethane resin, is then fused from the underside 
of the fabric, thus integrally fusing both polyurethane resins. Thus, the resin is present on both 
surfaces. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 4-7 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The prior art does not disclose or suggest a papermaking fabric having coated edges 
whereby the coating extends beyond the transition (flexure) point onto the body of the fabric at 
varying distances from the transition point, resulting in a non-linear shape along the length of the 
fabric where the coating terminates. Prior art fabrics having coated protected edges are made 
with the protecting materials formed as a strip and aligned parallel with a longitudinal edge of 
the fabric, resulting in a coating that extends the same distance from the edge along the length of 
the fabric. 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

Crosby (US 6,503,602) discloses a dryer fabric having thermoplastic reinforced edges. 
Nagura et al (US 5,840,378) adds further reinforcement to the belt of Tate (described 
above) by means of widthwise reinforcing strips. 

Schlueter, Jr. et al (US 5,8 14,566) discloses an endless belt having a protective 
fluorocarbon coating along both edges and on both surfaces of the edges. 

Fleischer (US 5,422,166) discloses an abrasion resistant forming fabric having strips of 
abrasion resistant material on the underside of the fabric adjacent to the edge, where the fabric 
contacts papermaking equipment. 

Koizumi et al (US 4,772,253) discloses an endless belt for a copying machine having an 
underlying layer of flexible material that extends across the width of the belt, and is integrally 
formed with a belt guide and protection piece at the edge of the fabric. 

Borel (US 4,676,369) discloses a spiral link belt having edges protected with a woven 
fabric and optionally a thermoplastic material. 

MacBean (US 3,523,867) discloses a fourdrinier wire belt having edges that are 
reinforced with reinforcing threads and an elastomer material. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric Hug whose telephone number is 703 308-1980. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Griffin can be reached on 703 308-1 164. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703 872-9310 for regular 
communications and 703 872-93 1 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703 308-065 1 . 



jeh STEVEN P. GRIFFIN 

Fehniarvn SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 

February 13, 2003 TECHNOLOGY CENTER 1 700 


